UCLES Marking Workshop 2003

Info-nuggets gleaned from the session:

Section A, Free Writing Band Descriptor 27-30

1. Language is accurate

2. Sentence structure varied and use different types/lengths for effect

a. Mix of complex, compound, simple sentences; appositives; participles; dialogue

b. E.g. short for attention, appositives for less important info, dialogue to show tension and for characterisation

c. repetitive structures is a no-no e.g. I went to the zoo. The zoo was fun. Teach use of reference words too e.g. “it”, “that”

3. Verb forms correct and consistently use to show logical progression of ideas

a. parallel structures and concord

4. Vocabulary is wide and accurate

a. phrasal verbs (common misuse), apt vocab (not necessarily high-brow), idioms, imagery (personification, metaphor, simile)

b. incorrect use of bring, take, fetch
- if you are at the start point, “take you there”
- if you are the end point, “bring it here”
- fetch refers to one cycle
- “in the pink” not “in the pink of health”; “admitted to hospital” not “warded in a hospital”
- spell numerals one, two, three etc

5. Punctuation is correct and useful

a. commas and periods (fragments & run-ons) often misused; teach use of colon, semi-colon, dash, ellipsis mark is …

6. Spelling is accurate

7. Paragraphs have unity, are linked, show evidence of planning

a. Paragraphs show planning.

b. generally one main idea per par; linked/planning e.g. firstly, secondly, on the other hand etc

8. Topic is addressed with consistent relevance; interest of reader aroused and sustained

a. off-topic usually will get mid-range score if good; use of narrative techniques; rhetoric etc

9. Tone and register appropriate

a. register = adjusting writing (choice of sentences/vocab) and style to suit audience

b. e.g. formal tone for argumentative

c. There is no need to restrict students to writing in genre models. E.g. anecdotes in discursive essays are encouraged.

d. avoid the use of slang/colloquialism. In dialogue is fine unless it impedes comprehension

e. consistency in subject – I , you, one

f. no need to write “he or she”

Situational writing – 

1. Note the increased weightage – now 50% of the Paper 1

2. Note Task Fulfilment is now 10 m as opposed to 5m before. This means the points need to be “addressed in detail, fully amplified and (are) well organised.

3. Also need to show “personal opinion” where appropriate.

4. Format – only salutation and signing off is needed, not address

5. For informal writing, address “your father, Mr Smith” rather than “Mr Smith”

6. Moderate use of slang/colloquialism  is fine (unless it impedes comprehension)

7. Tone and register is extremely important.

8. Sentence structures and ability to fulfil task will most likely be the deciding factor in the score.

Comprehension

(in general, stricter than I had imagined, which is great!)

1. passage length about 1200 words. Be prepared for 2 passages (seems pretty likely)

2. note only Singapore taking this paper

3. in mark scheme, the underlined portion is essential to the answer while that which is in parenthesis are not.

4. it seems overlifting is not penalised (but pls don reveal to students)

5. if it is at all possible to lift, pls do as essential portions left out may lead to zero marks
- case in point: lucrative raids vs lead well in raids

6. there seems to be a focus on tone – “peace hangs them” the emphasis is on the severity of “hangs”

7. vocab: if 2 alternatives separated by “or” e.g. “big or small”, mark only the first. If “and” is used where the two alternatives are related e.g. “quiet and hidden”, allow if either is correct. Order not important.

8. vocab: write down the word to be explained.

9. vocab: if more than 7 words in explanation, strike off the excess but mark.

10. vocab: misspelling is ok provided meaning is not different e.g. hidden or hiden ok but readily vs ready not.

11. marking: place sub-mark on left side of right margin and the total mark for the entire question on the right of the right margin. Include zero.

12. when describing differences, make sure answer is complete e.g. “this thing is xxxx while the other is not” but not “this thing is xxx”.

13. penal word refers to a what that must be replaced but is not. When a penal word occurs in the answer, double underline it.

14. respect the layout of the answer. if a candidate is supposed to describe 2 differences and lists it as the first…the second but the correct second answer is embedded in the first, ignore the embedded answer.

Summary

1. use words like “moreover”, “however” – shows style.

2. max possible style marks only if is >= 125 words

3. tick and put the content point number

4. at the end of the line with ticks, show the marks

5. if POV is wrong, deduct ONLY one content point.

6. if one line is unclear and though it may affect the other lines, deduct only one content mark for that original line.

7. do organise e.g. similarity vs difference

8. ok to have more than one paragraph if reasonable e.g. similarity vs difference

9. double space is ok; grid not recommended but ok

10. hyphenated one words

11. they’re two words

12. Mr. John Smith is 3 words

13. to do rephrase so much that the meaning is lost

14. ten thousand is one word

15. use the metrics as shown in the passage

16. when marking, underline the grammar mistakes

Marks for Composition and Comprehension Scripts

	
	Compo
	Summary

	
	Sect A – Free (30m)
	Sect B – F + L  
(10 + 20 m)
	

	A
	8
	7+9
	

	B
	11
	7+12
	

	C
	14
	5+11
	

	D
	18
	4+11
	

	E
	19
	9+14
	

	F
	21
	9+16
	Summary 145 words

Points: 1, 1a, 2, 3a, 3b, 4a, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 12

Content= 14
UW=5
UE=6
total= 20

	G
	22
	8+16
	Points: 1, 1a, 3a, 3b, 4a, 6, 15, 16

Content= 8

UW=4
UE= 6
total= 13

	H
	27
	8+17
	Content=12

UW=8
UE=5
total=19

	I
	9
	5+8
	Content=10

UW=7
UE=6
total=17

	J
	25
	10+18
	Points: 1, 1a, 2, 4a, 6, 7, 12

Content=7

UW=8
UE=5
total=14

	K
	17
	5+11
	

	L
	24
	8+15
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